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Frequently Asked Questions 

General School 

1. Other than math and English Language Arts, what courses do students have? 

 

Scholars study science and social studies, and take music and fitness classes twice a week each. 

They also do community service projects.  

 

2. What extracurricular options are available to students?   

 

Scholars can partake in activities such as Saturday Sports (includes rotations of soccer, 

dodgeball, basketball, and other games throughout the year).   There are also music clubs and 

Zumba Kids (dancing).   

 

3. How do students handle the extended school day? 

 

Scholars handle the extended school day well, and the long hours allow them to fully participate 

in regular classroom instruction (ELA, math, science and social studies) as well as enjoy specials 

(fitness and music), while still benefitting from individualized instruction and attention in 

tutorials.  For most of our scholars, the extended school day is the only school day they’re 

familiar with, and even students who do transfer from another school adjust quickly. Typically, 

it’s more unusual to parents, but they seem to appreciate it and adjust to the expectations well. 

 

4. Will my students be able to understand instruction in English? 

 

All instruction at MCD is in English and almost all scholars are able to understand instruction in 

English. In the cases where students to not understand spoken English, we create individual 

plans to help meet those needs. Most of our earliest learners of English are also in the youngest 

grades, when most children acquire language skills amazingly quickly. We provide various 

scaffolds and “shelters” to make content instruction accessible for English learners across the 

spectrum of skills development. 

 

5. What makes MCD different from other programs focused on English Language Learners? 

 

What makes us different from other programs focused on English Language Learners is our 

inclusive model. We believe all scholars can and should be included in the general education 

classroom. We then create interventions and use best practices around English Language 

Learning to help scholars reach their goals and be successful in the classroom.  
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Match Corps 

1. How do students react to having a new tutor each year? 

 

Scholars are excited to meet and build relationships with their tutor every year. They love the 

personalized attention and bond that the tutor is able to provide them on a daily basis. 

 

2. How are tutors involved with non-tutored content areas? 

 

The diversity of backgrounds and experiences that Corps Members bring allows them to 

contribute to our school culture and atmosphere in a variety of ways.  Tutors assist our Literacy 

teachers and our Academic Resources team, support our Operations staff and the Corps 

Leadership team, and help families whenever we hold a parent and family event. 

 

3. What are tutor-teacher relationships like? 

 

Tutors and teachers develop close partnerships as they develop plans to best support scholars 

throughout the school year.  They are in constant communication as they share the things they 

are noticing and the data they collect about scholar growth and achievement.  

 

4. How are tutors involved with extracurricular activities? 

 

As an extended day elementary school, we don’t offer clubs after school since most of our 

students depend on yellow school buses for transportation.  There is a Saturday Sports program 

which tutors can participate in on a volunteer basis. 

 

5. Are there Match Corps responsibilities on the weekends?  On school vacations? 

 

Match Corps members rarely have school-related responsibilities over the weekends or school 

vacations. Occasionally, they will be asked to assist with special parent and family events or may 

volunteer to participate in Saturday Sports with the scholars. 

 

6. Do tutors interact directly with students outside of school hours and school grounds? 

 

In order to build strong relationships with parents and families, tutors are expected to make 

phone calls to their scholars’ families once a week. Additionally, in the past many tutors have 

chosen to take their scholars on additional field trips or even provide extra support after school.  

 

7. Since most families speak a language other than English, how do we communicate with families? 

 

As a team, we help each other to communicate with families. If a staff translator is not available, 

we have a phone service which we can use to provide translations.  


